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SEWAGE SLUDGE

experimental stage, i^rather high, but not so great, according to
Tiilmans, as to render it impracticable.

Artificial drying over a fire Is entirely out of the- quest ion for wet
sludge for reasons of economy, on account, of the great volume4 to
be converted into steam; but it has been tried with sludge made
somewhat firm by air drying or by filter pressing.

The cheapest way of doing thin in by making briquettes of the
solid sludge in brick presses, which are then dried on shelves
under a roof, and in from 2 to 8 weeks, according to the weather,
become sufficiently hard to be transported without special pre-
cautions. These sludge bricks can then be ground up and used
as a fertilizer.

The process of artificial drying consists either in currying the
sludge on a belt conveyor through a heated chamber, or it in
brought to a current of hot air, by an enclosed worm conveyor,
in a slowly-revolving iron drum. The foul gases which nriso are
led under the fire to render them inoffensive*.

The value of the material as a fertiliser does not compare with
the cost, especially of the coal, as will bo shown later; so that such
a method is quite impracticable, aside from the disagreeable* and
unhygienic features of the work duo to the odors created, and
repeated contact with the sludge.
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